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 As I reflect on the happenings of 2005, it is all but 
a blur.  I remember at one point,  (somewhere around 
July),  feeding 72 baby raptors, 11 cottontails, 5 squirrels, 
countless black bellied whistlers and herons.  And that was 
just at my facility.  I remember August being so hot and 
dusty that I wished for the millionth time that I had 
running water out by the raptor cages to easily keep them 
cool.   I remember diligently hatching out eleven baby 
barn owl chicks, two great horned owl chicks and a red 
shouldered hawk chick.  They gave new meaning to the 
word ‘patience’.  Honestly, I don’t know how raptor 
parents do it.  I have never seen such voracious appetites!  
It was also a very busy year for Susie Rigler, LSWR’s deer 
rehabilitator.  Her pens were very full with 49 deer, an 
enormous jump from the 14 cared for in 2004.   
 September brought different challenges:  
Hurricane Katrina, followed by Hurricane Rita.  Katrina 
was devastating for Louisiana.  LSWR helped with 
medical supplies and formula to rehab organizations in 
Louisiana.  We made sure that all our permits were in 
order in case overflow animals needed to be brought to 
Texas.  We had to get permission from Texas Parks and 
Wildlife, U.S. Fish and Wildlife and the Texas Animal 
Health Commission.  I ended up in LA, helping with the 
horse rescue and I’ve included a bit about that on page 5. 
 Hurricane Rita was another challenge.  As we 
watched the storm head towards Matagorda and  
Galveston, we knew to start preparing for the worst.  
Besides getting our place organized, we had Jim and Dana 
Simone of Gulf Coast Wildlife Rescue in Angleton 

DIRECTOR’S NOTES evacuate to us.  It took them 21 hours to bring their two 
children,  three dogs and 50+ animals from their facility to 
Bellville.  At one point, Dana was running out of gas and 
Rex, my husband, took gas cans, food and blankets and 
met them.  Of course Rita missed us, but we have since 
formulated a better evacuation plan.  I was amazed that our 
facility could hold all of our rehab animals as well as 
another group’s, but we had them stuck all over the place:  
raptors were wall to wall in the main room, mammals and 
reptiles farthest from the birds of prey, pelicans in the 
bathroom and an orphaned lamb running the show in the 
exam area.  (Gracie Lou has become a fixture on our farm 
and is now best friends with Emma, the llama – although 
she still thinks that I am Maaaa!) 
 After the storm had passed, the phone calls began.  
Over the next four days, volunteer and duck rehabber, 
Marsha Harper made runs to the east side of Houston, 
towards Kingwood and Porter to meet rescuers with baby 
squirrels.  She then transported them to LSWR rehabber 
Ali Hegler who triaged, stabilized and re-routed them to 
other LSWR rehabbers.  In total, there were over 80 babies 
rescued in the first few days, that had fallen during the 
high winds.  Needless to say, I was on the phone ordering 
more formula the day after Rita hit.  What amazed us is 
that even though people were dealing with downed trees, 
missing roofs and smashed windows and cars, they still 
were very concerned about these poor orphaned squirrels.   
 This year also brought several very unusual 
raptors our way:  a swallow tailed kite that had been shot, 
a short eared owl that was caught in a barbed wire fence, a 
northern harrier with broken fingers and an emaciated 
eagle with a severely injured wing.  Unfortunately, the owl 
and the eagle didn’t make it due to their injuries, but the 
kite was released and the harrier will be released in the 
spring . 
 We at LSWR would like to thank each and every 
wild animal rescuer and supporter.  You have all given 
wildlife a second chance.  Thank you. 
Cheers!  Rebecca 
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Acknowledgments   Thanks to everyone who supports our efforts.  We ap preciate 
every penny, and be assured that it goes directly t o the care, treatment and housing of the 
wild animals entrusted to us. �
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“When one tugs at a single thing in nature, he finds it attached to the rest of the 
world.” — John Muir, naturalist (1838-1914) 
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** Web Master:  We are desperately looking for a volunteer to write and maintain our web site.  Our 
past web master volunteered his time and had hoped to do the re-write, but went off to graduate 
school (Congratulations Mikey!) before completion.  
 
** Grant and Proposal Writing:  LSWR receives no funding from the state or federal government.  
All of our funds are received either through individual donations or grants.  We need people who are 
interested in researching grant opportunities and developing proposal and presentation packages. 
 
** Fundraising:  We need creative, energetic people to develop and conduct fundraising events. 

LSWR’s Family of volunteers is growing!   
 Amy Henderson 
 Staci Gatzke 
 Jessie Arismendez 
            Stephanie Lubianski 
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Red Shouldered Hawk—12 weeks 

Lone Star Wildlife Rescue 
P.O. Box 1194 
Cypress, TX  77410 

8 week old Armadillo 

Swamp rabbit 
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 Animal Intake Statistics 
=========================================== 
    2004  2005 (thru 12/31) 
————————————————————————-
Song Birds   143  175  
Wading Birds   38  21 
Wild Ducks & Geese  249  160 
Domestic Ducks & Geese 250  175  
Raptors   199  224 
Small Mammals  142  330  
Deer    14  49 
Reptiles   11  7  

Rehabber Spotlight:  Susie Rigler 
 
LSWR is a cooperative effort of several state and federally permitted rehabbers who volunteer their 
expertise, time and resources to the care of native Texas wildlife.   
 
Susie was born and raised in Austin, TX.  She is married with two adult sons and currently lives in 
Industry, TX.  She attended college in Austin, graduating with a degree in Liberal studies.  She went 
on to become a certified Ophthalmic Medical Technologist with a specialty in surgery and a Certi-
fied Ophthalmic Retinal Angiographer. 
 
Susie has long been involved in the medical field, first as ophthalmic tech and currently as a para-
medic for Austin and Fayette county as well as Brookshire-Patterson EMS.  Susie is currently study-
ing for an RN degree.  She has been involved with education for many years, teaching Ophthalmic Photography Workshops around the US.  In 
February, she will be heading to Moscow, Russia, to work with medical personal to help refine their emergency medical protocols.  Susie serves 
the community as the President of Austin County Children’s Protective Services Board, a program with the responsibility for the protection, care 
and well being of dependent, neglected and abused children of Austin County.   
 
Susie’s love of wildlife began as a child, when her family went on many camping trips and picnics in the TX Hill Country.  In 1991 Susie began 
volunteering with Texas Wildlife Rehabilitation Coalition in Houston.  She became state and federally permitted to rehabilitate small mammals, 
birds, reptiles and amphibians at her Sugar Land home in 1992.    In 1994 she moved to Industry and built larger cages for raptors and white tail 
fawn.  In 2000 she joined LSWR.   As you can imagine, Susie is one busy rehabber and relies on volunteers to help her with the day to day chores 
of rehabbing fawn.  She and her volunteers spend hours each day  preparing bottles, feeding, cleaning and gathering fresh vegetation for the fawn 
to eat.  Although caring for wildlife is a lot of hard work, all enjoy watching the animals being released into the wild where they belong. 

Crested 
Caracara 
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Upcoming Events:  Look for LSWR 
 
 March 4th:  NatureFest at Jessee Jones Park:  www.hcp4.net/parks/Parksprograms.htm 
 March 18th:  Annual meeting for Colorado County Wildlife Management:  For info, call:  979 732-3611   
 April 8th:  The Woodlands Earthday: www.thewoodlandsgreen.org/EarthDay.htm 
 April 8th:  TX A&M College of Vet Medicine Open House:  www.cvmopenhouse.tamu.edu 
 April 28th:  Chappell Hill Birding Festival:   www.chappellhillbirdfest.com/ 

Hurricane Katrina—The Aftermath 
 Note:  this was an email sent to friends on September 19th, and although I didn’t go to help wildlife, I helped where I was needed. 
 
Well, I put action to words and volunteered.  I just got home from the Lamar Dixon Arena in LA and I am still overwhelmed. 
  
We arrived at 1am and started work at 6:30am.  Between the lights, dogs, horses kicking 
and the fact that we were so keyed up, we just got no sleep.  But we hit the ground run-
ning.  My friend Lisa, another wildlife rehabber, went out with the rescue trucks and I 
started feeding (and feeding and feeding) - there were over 250 hungry horses there. 
I ended up staying in barn 6 where we had about 25 horses to care for (the other two barns 
could hold over 100 each - I am not sure how many stalls were full, although they all 
seemed full...)   We also took care of horses in quarantine.  I was joined by a great group of 
folks.  We were from TX, VA, FL and LA.  We camped out on the floor of our new LA 
friends and I think we've formed some lasting friendships.  We fed, watered, cleaned stalls, 
swept, did medicals, fed, swept, walked horses for 20 minutes, bathed, fed, swept, watered 
and handed out carrots (my personal favourite 'chore').  It made for very long days. 
  
As of yesterday, nearly all the horses in our barn had found been found by their owners.  I 
cannot tell you how emotional it is to see people coming into the barn frantically looking, because Barn 6 was the very end of the 
horses.  We cried when they found them and we cried when they didn't.  Dakota's mum found him yesterday and just stood hugging him and 
smelling him.  She didn't want to leave.  Rose is the only horse of 8 that was found.  Shorty's owner couldn't believe how beautiful he looked 
(he had just been bathed).  Harley is 27 years old and graciously allowed the kids to hug his legs.  Lucky lived up to his name.  There are 
some that haven't been claimed:  Old Man (my name for him) is well over 30 - he's is very special.  How he survived is a miracle.  The mare 
who has abscesses in her front feet.  The Crazy Black Mare who had to be darted 3 times with a tranquilizer gun because she was very scared 
and is still very dangerous, the lovely quarter horse stallion that has foundered so bad he can’t stand, and the tobiano stallion who is in quar-
antine because he has a viral infection. 
  
It was the chance of a life time to 'do' something.  I wish that I could have stayed longer, but I've a herd of my own and wildlife to care for. 
Maybe next week, I'll get the chance to go and help again...... 

Last Battle for Bald Eagle 
 

LSWR was privileged to have cared for an amazing bald eagle that was on the 
losing end of an aerial territory battle.  During such fights, the eagles will lock 
talons on their adversary and plummet to earth.  Although he got away, his 
opponent managed to inflict severe damage to his wing, leaving the male ea-
gle unable to fly and therefore unable to hunt for food. 
 
He was rescued by David Godfrey and Dornell Crist of the TX Municipal 
Power Agency, and taken to Eyes of TX wildlife center in Bryan.  TX A&M 
vets cleaned his infected wound, prescribed medication and transferred him to 
LSWR for continued care.  Baldwin, as he became known, was very emaci-
ated and could barely sit upright.  When birds come in this thin, they have a 
difficult time recovering.  His care was round-the-clock and we were cau-
tiously optimistic when he began to perch and feed himself.  By their nature, 
wild animals are stoic so as not to show vulnerability to predators.  After  
appearing to make great strides in his recovery, Baldwin started to slide.  His 
blood work showed a liver that was failing, a side effect of the long term ema-
ciation he suffered.  We had him only two weeks, but he will not be forgotten.   
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 Caring for Texas wildlife can be expensive!  You can help 

support LSWR for less than the price of dinner out, or a week 

of trips to the local coffee shop.  Ten dollars a month could 

=�������������� @=�������������� @=�������������� @=�������������� @� ���
���� �������4A����
4�41��	��(��#�

mean the difference between life and death for an injured or 

orphaned wild animal.  Your donation combines with others 

to help keep Lone Star Wildlife Rescue going strong! 

 Lone Star Wildlife Rescue 
P.O. Box 1194 
Cypress, TX 77410 
 

�

�    I’d like to become a member of the Ten-Dollar-a-Month Club, please find enclosed my donation for ten dollars. 

�    I’d like to make a donation in another amount, please find enclosed my donation for ____________. 

 Name ____________________________________________________ 
 
 Address __________________________________________________ 
 
 City ____________________________  State _____ ZIP ___________ 

Lone Star Wildlife is a non-
profit organization;  your 
donation is tax-deductable 


